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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW TEAM REPORT
ON
HUCKLEBERRY HILL RECREATTON ARFA AND FOUND LAND
AVON, CONNECTICUT

This report is an outgrowth of a request fram the Avon Natural Resources
Cormission to the Hartford County Soil and Water Conservation District (SEWCD) .
The SEWCD referred this request to the Eastern Connecticut Resource Conservation
and Development (RCED) Area Executive Committee for their consideration and
approval. The request was approved and the measure reviewed by the Eastern
Connecticut Envivonmental Review Team (ERT).

The ERT met and field checked the site on July 10, 1986, Thursday.
Team members participating on this review included:

Tim Barry - Fisheries Biologist - Department of
Envirormental Protection

Doug Cooper , - Principle Environmental Analyst - DEP,
Water Resources Unit

Tim Dodge - Resource Conservationist - USDA
Soil Conservation Service

Joe Hickey - State Park Planner - Department of
Environmental Protection

Kip Kolesinkas - Soil Scientist - USDA Soil Conservation
Service

Paul Rothbart - Wildlife Biologist ~ Department of
Envirommental Protection

Larry Rousseau - Forester - Connecticut Bureau of Torestry

Elaine Sych - ERT Coordinator -~ Eastern Connecticut
RCED Avea

Bill Warzecha - Geologist ~ DEP, Natural Resources Center

Mike Wosniak - Community Development Planner - Capitol

Region Council of Governments

Prior to the review day, each team member received a summary of the pro-
posed project, a list of the Town's concerns, location maps, soils maps and
topographic map enlargements. The Team met with, and were accompanied by the
town planner, the recreation planner, the town engineer and the head of public
works. Following the review, reports from each team member were submitted to
the ERT Coordinator for campilation and editing into this final report.

This report represents the Team's findings. It is not meant to compete
with private consultants by providing site designs or detailed solutions to
development problems. The Team does not recommend what final action should
be taken on a proposed project -- all final decisions and conclusions rest
with the Town and landowner. This report identifies the existing resource
base and evaluates its significance to the proposed development, and also
suggests considerations that should be of concern to the developer and the Town.
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The results of this Team action are oriented toward the development of better
envivommental quality and the long-term econcmics of land use.

The eastern Connecticut RCED Executive Committee hopes you will find
this report of value and assistance in making your decisions on these areas
of town owned land.

If you require any additional information, Please contact:

Elaine A. Sych

ERT Coordinator

Fastern Connecticut RCED Area
P. 0. Box 188

Brooklyn, CT 06234

(203) 774-1253
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The Avon Natural Resource Commission requested Environmental Review
Team assistance in reviewing several parcels of town-owned open space.
This report pertains to the Huckleberry Hill Recreation Area and the piece
known as Found Land. (The other parcel of town-owned land that was studied
is Fisher Meadows, which is covered in a separate report.)

The Town Manager and the Commission feel that these parcels are unique
natural resources and should receive attention for maintenance, management
and use. They have asked for an environmental assessment and a natural
resource inventory so they can formulate a plan to assess each parcel's
role in the Town's open space/recreation network, and determine the proper
management and maintenance techniques.

Part Two and Part Three of this report contain information specific
to each parcel. Part Four has information that pertains to both parcels.
A brief summary highlighting major points and recommendations may be found
in Part Five.
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1. TOPOGRAPHY

The Huckleberry Hill Recreation area is + 260 acres in size and is located
in the northwest corner of Avon. As shown by the accompanying topographic: map,
the land surface slopes gently to moderately to Hawley Brook, which traverses
the westcentral parts of the site in a southerly direction. Flat areas characterize
the top of elevated portions of the site in the western limits.

Maximum and minimum elevations on the site are about + 680 feet and 410
feet above mean sea level.

Hawley Brook, which originates from a small spring north of the site is
the parcel's major natural feature. Beaveérs have impounded the streamcourse
in the westcentral parts.

2. GEOLOGY

The general bedrock geology of the site is described on the bedrock
geologic map (QR-16, by Roger Colton) which has been published by the U. S.
Geological Survey. The surficial geologic map for the Collinsville quadrangie
has not been published to date. Preliminary information for the quadrangle
is available at the Department of Envirormental Protection's Natural Resource
Center in Hartford. Roger Colton is also the author of this unpublished map.

Bedrock is at or near ground surface throughout most of the site. Colton
describes the bedrock underlying the site as the Bristol Member of the Collins-
ville Formation. He describes the rock as an interlayered medium grained garnet-
blollteaquartz plagioclase gneiss, a garnet-biotite muscovite-plagiclase quartz
gneiss and schist; and amphibolites.

"Schists", "gneisses" and "amphibolites" are crystalline metamorphic vocks.
Metamorphic rocks are rocks which were geologically altered at one time by
great heat and pressure deep beneath the earth's surface. A "schist" is a
rock characterized by elongate or flaky minerals which become allgned, giving
the rock a slabby or well-layered structure (this slabby structure is known as
foliation). A "gneiss" is a rock in which thin bands of elongate or flaky
minerals alternate with layers of more gramular minerals. Finally, "amphibolite"
is a term given to rocks composed mainly of minerals in the amphibole group
(usually hornblende). All three (3) of these metamorphic rocks may be seen
grading into one ancther in a single outcrop.

Bedrock on most of the site is covered by a relatively thin (generally 10
feet or less) layer of a glacial sediment called till. As glacier ice moved
through the region, it collected and transported rock particles and pre~existing
overburden. Much of this transported debris was: redeposited dlrectly from the
ice, either by being plastered onto the land from beneath the ice mass or by
being let down gently as the ice later wasted. The resulting deposit is known
as till. Because of its peculiar origin, till contains a non-sorted mixture
of particles ranging in size from clay to large boulders. The till may be sandy,
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stony and loose, or silty, less stony and tightly compact. It is generally
loose in shallow to bedrock areas. Where the till becomes thicker (5 feet or
more), a compact layer may be encountered with depth. It appears that the till
on the site is generally the sandy, stony and loose variety. Overlying till in
a small area in the southern parts of the site is another type of glacial sedi-
ment called "ice-contact stratified drift". These deposits consist of yellowish
brown stratified silt, sand, gzavel and boulders dep051ted by glacial meltwater
in close proxxmlty to glacial ice. A chunk or block of ice from the main sheet
of glacial ice may have occupied the Hawley Brook Valley which provided the
source of material for the ice contact stratified drift.

Overlying till along Hawley Brook are more recent surficial deposits called
alluvium. Alluvium consists of gravel, sand, and silt deposited by Hawley Brook
on flood plains.

The geology of the Huckleberry Hill tract should post no major difficulties
in terms of passive recreation, such as hiking trails, jogging trails, cross-
country trails, etc. Trails constructed on the steeper slopes could become
eroded, however, if not properly constructed and maintained. Also, trails
constructed on the steeper Slopes may be too rigorous for some users of the
property in terms of hlklng and jogging. Wet areas on the site should be
avoided where possible in designing a trail network.

3. HYDROLOGY
Except for a small area of the parcel in the eastern limits, the site
lies within the watershed of Hawley Brook. Hawley Brock, which drains an area
of about 714 acres flows in a southerly direction through the westcentral parts
of the site. Just south of the site, Hawley Brook flows into Unicnville

Reservoir and then ultimately dischages into the Farmington River.

Surface and groundwaters on.the site flow generally, downslope toward
intermittent drainage channels, or directly into Hawley Brook. Waters that
flow into intermittent streams on the site are routed into Hawley Brook. The
intermittent drainage channels on the site trend primarily in a westerly direc-
tion. Surface drainage on the site is controlled largely by the underlying
bedrock.

The parcel contains no particularly significant sources of groundwater
supplies (aquifers). Bedrock appears to be the only suitable aquifer for a
water supply well on the property. Bedrock is normally capable of yielding
only small amount so water (less than 5 gallons per minute). However, should
the Town ever wish to develop a water supply at the site, such a yield
should prove adequate for meeting any passive recreational needs. High yielding
wells fram bedrock (more than 50 gallons per minute) are rare.

Flood Boundary and Floodway Maps have been published for the town of Avon
by the Federal Imergency Management Agency. According to the map, the 100
year flood boundary parallels Hawley Brook through the Huckleberry Hill Recreation
Area. A 100-year flood is a flood with one chance in a 100 or a cne percent
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chance that it will happen in any given year. It should be pointed out that
this does not mean a flood of a magnitude mentioned above will occour only
once in a 100 year pericd. The probability of occurrence remains the same
each year regardless of what happened the previous year.

4. WETLANDS AND WATERCOURCES

Observations:

1.) The wetland watercourse system comprises approximately one-fifth
of the total site area. The wetlands consist primarily of lLeicester soils
which have developed over glacial till. These poorly drained soils are an
integral part of the Hawley Brook corridor. This wetland system forms the
headwaters for Hawley Brook.

2.) This wetland corridor is a wooded swamp dominated by red maple along
with assorted hardwood and evergreens. A faiplylush undergrowth of ferns and
brush was also observed at the time of ingpection.

3.) Beaver activity al Ong Hawley Brock has created a 2-3 acre deadwood
swamp as a result of flooding caused by the beaver dam. This area has been
in existence for several years. No evidence of recent beaver activity was
noted, however.

Findings:

1.) The wetlands surrounding Hawley Brock on this site are valuable
for the maintenance of water quality and sustaining flow in Hawley Brook.
This is particularly important to downstream uses of the water flow (such
as the town swinming area.)

2.) The presence of beavers in this stretch of watercourse poses no
real problem. No evidence of any potential damage to adjacent private lands,
roadways, or utilities was found on the review day. By creating ponding areas,
the beavers cause some tree mortality which benefits habitat diversity and
provides refuge for other wildlife and birdlife species. Detention of runoff
behind the beaver dam helps to augment stream flow during drier weather.

Recamendations:

1.) The wetlands along Hawley Brook are in good condition and need little
or no management at this time. Some careful selective tree harvesting may be
desirable in the future. Such efforts must be carefully conducted to avoid
disruption of the watercourse proper.

2.) The beaver comunity (if still present) should be left undisturbed.
They presently enhance the existing wetland functions and values.

3.) Some amount of trail cutting to provide walking access to the wetland
at various locations may be desirable. Installation of one or two small foot-
bridges across the brook may enable development of a trail loop around the
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beaver pond and provide better access for nature study and birdwatching.

5. FISHERIES
Tt is the opinion of the Team's Fishery Biologist that there is present=
ly a scarcity of suitable fish habitat in the Huckleberry Hill Recreation
Area. Hawley Brook provides habitat diversity for wildlife species and
appears to have a stable flow during the summer. Minnows were observed in
several stretches of the brook during the field review. However, there is
very little useable habitat for game species of fish in the brook and due to
its small size, habitat improvement work does not seem worthwhile. The ponds
which the brock feeds lack fisheries habitat but do have limited potential
to provide a fishery. Species of fish expected to be found in the ponds are
pumpkinseed sunfish, largemouth bass, and golden shiners. The ponds are tannic
stained, have very steep sides and lack fishattracting cover (large boulders,
weed beds, stumps, or brush piles). For this reason it is recommended that
some sort of fish attracting devices be added to the ponds. Fish attracting
devices or artificial reefs have proved to be very effective for enhancing
small pond fisheries by increasing the amount of suitable habitat for
such species as largemouth bass, sunfish and yellow perch. These devices can
be easily made from a variety of materials such as old brush, christmas trees,
or tires, The materials are tied together, cemented at the base, and sunk
at various locations (both deep and shallow) by either placing them on the ice
shortly before ice-out or with the aid of a boat. They can be marked with

small floats to enable fisherman to more easily find them or simply left urmarked.

The devices have been shown to work quite well by congregating both fish and -
fisherman to a specific site. Labor to build the artificial reefs could
possibly be supplied from youth groups such as the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts

or other organizations. The D.E.P. Western District Fisheries staff could
provide some technical assistance in the form of helping with material
selection, size and placement of devices, and best time of year to install them.

6. RECREATION POTENTTAL

The basic functions of the Huckleberry Hill Recreation Area should include:
1.) Protection of the watershed of the sWimmihg area at Countryside Park.

2.) Maintenance of a large block of wooded open space in rapidly-develop-
ing Avon. - Management options range from a semi-natural area approach to that
of a Town Forest managed as a silvicultural showcase model. Because of the
range of site types found, envircormental education should be considered.

3.) Provision of a recreational trail system for hiking, cross-country
skiing and possibly equestrian use, both in terms of a self-contained loop
system within the area and of connecting links with other blocks of open space
and points of interest. Such connecting links could be to Countryside Park
to the south, north to the Found Land Tract, and eventually upon closing of
the town landfill west to the Farmington River. Trailheads for such a trail
system could be at the abandoned Huckleberry Hill School adjoining the tract
and at Countryside Park.
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4.) Provision of opportunity for Scout and other youth group camping
as 1s presently done.

Based upon these recommended functions, suggested management actions include:

1.) Trail development and replacement of a number of collapsed/collapsing
bridges crossing brooks.

2.) Extension of the tract northward to connect with the Found Land Tract,
through acquisition and/or dedication of open space during the process of land
development.

3.) Related to "2" above, protection of the environs of the excellent
spring feeding Hawley Brock and located just south of Kings Highway/Lofgren Road,
through acquisition and/or dedications of open space during the process of land
development.

4.) Consideration of further expansion of the tract toward the east and
southeast, through dedication of open space during the process of land development.
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1. TOPOGRAPHY
"Found Land”" is located northeast of Huckleberry Hill Recreation Area
in the northwestern part of Town. The + 150 acre (based on the site map supplied
to Team members) sized parcel is located largely in a topographic saddle. From
the westernmost point of the site the land rises gently to the top of Huckleberry
Hill located in the westcentral parts. It then slopes moderately to - the lowest
part of the site fram which an unnamed tributary to Roaring Brook originates.
Finally, from this topographic swale, land surface rises moderately to the
eastern limits of the site. Maximum and minimum elevations on the site are + 690
feet and + U400 feet above mean sea levels.

Tound Land is land-locked. The Team accessed the site via King's Highway,
which is a former stagecoach route and is unpaved. It should be noted that
exact property boundaries for the site are unknown.

2. GEQLOGY

The same geologic maps that were referenced for the Huckleberry Hill
Recreation Area were referenced for this report.

The eastern limits of the "Found Land" is controlled by the underlying
bedrock. Bedrock is at or near ground surface at many points in most of the
eastern parts. According to Colton's bedrock geologic map (QR-16), it is
the same type of rock which underlies Huckleberry Hill Recreation Area. However,
it should be pointed out that granitic rocks, which contain pink feldspar,
ingtruded the Bristol Member of the Collinsville Formation as a molten liquid
following its formation. "Granitic" is a campeositional, as well as textural
term which describes rocks which are of igneous (formed from molten magma)
origin, and which are essentially camposed of the minerals, feldspar and quartz.
This molten material intruded and filled zones of weaknesses such as faults,
cracks and layering in the metamorphic rocks. Subsequently, the material
solidified as seen in outcrops on the site today. The granitic rocks,
therefore, are younger in age than the metamorphic rocks they intruded. The
granitic zones are found in the central and western parts of the site.

Depth to bedrock ranges fram zero to prcobably not much more than 10 feet
in between outcrops.

The tract is covered entirely by a glacial sediment called till. Till
is a nonscrted = sediment that was deposited divectly from a former ice sheet.
It consists of a complex mixture of clay, silt, sand, gravel and boulders.

The presence of till soils and bedrock outcrops should not pose a major
problem in terms of passive recreational uses, such as hiking, cross-country
skiing, etc., on the site. Trails constructed on the steeper slopes in the -
eastern parts could become eroded if not properly construed and maintained.
Also, this area may prove to be quite rigorous for some users.
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3. HYDROLOGY

Surface and groundwater orginating in the central and eastern parts of
the site drains to an unnamed tributary to Roaring Brook. Roaring Brook ulti-
mately flows into the Farmington River. Surface water and groundwater origi-
nating in the western parts of the site flows downslope to Hawley Brook. Hawley
Brook is also a tributary to Farmington River.

There does not appear to be any groundwater resources of particularly
significant value underlying the site. The principal aquifer on this parcel
is bedrock, which typically is capable of supplying only small yields to
undivided wells. Nevertheless, if there is need for a water supply, bedrock
underlying the site should be on adequate water source for passive recreational
uses,

4. RECREATTION POTENTTAL

As an area of wooded upland with little or no variety or points of
interest, it should be managed primarily as wooded open space, under the same
options discussed for the Huckleberry Hill Recreation Area. Some trail use
also may be feasible, as part of a trail system also discussed in Part 2.
Indeed Kings Highway provides at least a short-term opportunity for an inter-
town trail connecting to Canton Center (and to Collinsville along a branch
trail). Tt is also strongly recommended that the Town of Avon protect its
interests during any future development which may occur to prevent loss of
acreage through encroachment into this presently unsurveyed property.
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1. SOILS

Due to the steepness in terrain and the fragile nature of the soils, any
land use changes which promote intensive development for recreation or any
other use, should be viewed with caution. There are few, if any, areas where
construction of roads, ballfields, etc., could be done without the danger of
erosion and possible siltation into the stream course. TFor these types of
activities, a well-developed erosion and sediment control plan would be in
order.

T+ was determined that because there are changes in the way soils are
classified and interpreted in Hartford County, additional soils information
was needed. lLarge portions of both parcels were evaluated with spade and
auger, other areas were evaluated by air photo interpretation and the use of
the Soil Survey of Hartford County, 1962. Soil maps at a scale of approximately
one (1) inch equals 1,000 feet have been included to show the location of the
soil map units.

The soils on the two (2) parcels have dominantly formed in deep, very
stony, loose till desposits. Other soils have formed in shallow (over bedrock)
t111 deposits, dense till deposits, alluvial materials, and a small area of
glacial outwash. Below is some site specific information about the map units
used.

CB, CC, CE -~ These map units are dominated by deep to very deep, very
stony, well drained Charlton soils on various slopes. Stones and boulders
cover 1 to 8 percent of the surface. Included with these soils in mapping
are areas of Paxton and Woodbridge soils with a firm, dense substratum (hardpan).
This is particularly true on the eastern side of the two (2) parcels. Also
included are areas with a sandy or gravelly substratum, moderately well drained
Sutton soils, and small areas of shallow to bedrock soils.

CHC, CHE, HCC - These map units are complexes of very deep to shallow
well drained solls on the highest parts of both parcels and the western edge
of the Huckleberry Hill parcel. The deep (>40 inches to bedrock) and shallow
(<20 inches to bedrock) soils are so intermingled on the landscape that it
was not practical to separate them at the scale mapped. The first soil in
the map unit name occupies the largest percentage of the unit. Rock outcrops
can cover up to 10% of the surface in very rocky units, up to 20% in the rock
outcrop unit. Included with these soils in mapping are small areas of Paxton
soils on the Found Land parcel, and areas dominated by very deep soils on the
Huckleberry Hill parcel.

PB, PC, WC - These map units are dominated by very deep, well to moderately
well drained, very stony soils formed in dense till material. Included with
these soils in mapping are small areas without surface stones, and areas of
Charlton soils. :

IA - This unit is a camplex of poorly dralned very stony soils and areas
of alTuvial soils. These soils are so intermingled on the landscape that it
was not practical to separate them at the scale mapped. The alluvial soils flood
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s Unlied States Saoil Hartford County USDA-SCS
t{ §.)) Depertment of Conservation Midway Office Park, Room 105B
Agriculiure Service 1101 Kennedy Road
Windsor, CT 06095
688-7725

HUCKLEBERRY HILL RECREATION AREA

SOILS

Scale 1" = 10007
e T Perennial Stream
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drained soils
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frequently and are highly variable within short distances. Included as alluvial
soils are those very poorly drained areas currently influenced by beaver activity.
TIncluded with this complex in mapping are very poorly drained till soils, and
small areas of moderately well drained Sutton soils and well drained Charlton
s01ls. :

Additional information on these soils can be found on the following charts.

2. VEGETATION AND FORESTRY

The Huckleberry Hill Recreation Area and the Found land are approximately
260 acres and 150 acres of forested land.

The vegetative description for these parcels can be divided into three (3)
broad vegetation cover types. These are mixed hardwood, softwood/mixed hardwood
and mixed hardwood swamp. The cover types are described in more detail under
the heading Vegetative Type Description. Included is a glossary of forestry
terms that may appear in the text.

In general, the properties consist of forest stands of mixed sawtimber
which are of moderate cammercial value. Of equal or greater value is the
lands' aesthetics, watershed, diversified wildlife habitat and passive recre-
ation opportunities. The forest management potential of the properties is
good and could complement the other land values.

Vegetative Type Description (See Vegetation map for locations)

The following is a broad breakdown of the vegetation cover types. The
types are directly influenced by either soil conditions, past management of
the property, or a combination of both. Soil types often dictates the moisture
availability which can limit or restrict the vegetation's growth. Historical
use of the land also influences the present vegetation type and condition.

Type T - Mixed Hardwood - Approximately 180 acres of Huckleberry Hill
and 120 acres of Found land are comprised of this type. The hardwood species
present are aspen, ash, beech, black birch, white birch, yellow birch, black
cherry, hickory, black locust, red maple, sugar maple, yellow poplar, chestnut
cak, red oak, white oak. The softwood species present are hemlock and white
pine. The trees range in size from pole timber to large sawtimber. On drier
sites the tendency is to find beech, white birch, hickory, chestnut oak and
white pine. While on moister sites, stands tend to contain a larger percentage
of ash, black cherry, black birch, yellow birch, red maple, sugar maple, yellow
poplar, red oak, white oak and hemlock.

Quality of the stems for lumber production correspords to the soil conditions,
in so much as the deeper well-drained soils tend to produce better timber.

Type IT - Softwood/Mixed Hardwood - Approximately 45 acres of Huckleberry
Hill and 30 acres of Found Land can be considered this type. These are stands
where hemlock or white pine make up a majority of the trees present. The hard-
woods found in Type I may occur with these softwoods. As in Type I, the



VEGETATIVE COVER MAP

HUCKLEBERRY HILI, RECREATION AREA

Type L : Mixed Hardwood

Type II : Softwood/Mixed Hardwood
Type III : Mixed Hardwood Swamp

(For full vegetative cover type description see text)
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VEGETATIVE COVER MAP

FOUND LAND

Type I : Mixed Hardwood
Type II : Softwood/Mixed Hardwood

(For full vegetative type description see text)
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moisture availability of the site influences the occurrence and growth of
the softwood species. Hemlocks tend to favor moister soils, while on drier
sites, white pine is more prevalent.

Type IIT - Mixed Hardwood Swamp - Approximately 10-15 acres of Huckleberry
Hill has been converted from Type I to Type ITIT by the dam constructing activities
of beavers along Hawley Brook. The flooding has killed off the trees that
are intolerant to high water levels and have weakened the remaining trees,
predisposing them to windthrow., Although the beavers are detrimental to forest
management, the wetlands they create are valuable to other wildlife and greatly
enhances the property's diversity of habitat.

Limiting Conditions and Potential Hazards

This section will address the factors that could limit forest management
activities on either or both properties.

A major limiting factor that is a potential hazard for both properties
is the lack of established boundary lines. The importance of such a practice is
explained in the section on boundary lines.

Another limiting factor is the lack of access to the properties. Although
the Huckleberry Hill land fronts sections of Huckleberry Hill Road, the loca-
tion of Hawley Brook and the sloping terrain leading from the road to the
brook limits equlpment access to the mdjorlty of the property. The access to
the Found Land is along longren Road, which is town maintained only for a
short distance. The legal status of the remaining portion of the road is unknown.

These two (2) factors appear to be the most limiting to managing the prop-
erties. Tt makes little sense to invest in managing a property if it can't
be found on the ground and there is no access to it.

The natural factors that may limit operations on the properties
are the soils that have poor drainage, the wetlands that were created by the
beavers, and Hawley Brook. The potentlal hazard there is that operating
camercial timber harvestlng equipment in or arcund these areas may cause
sedimentation to occur in Hawley Brook. This can be avoided by following the
Best Management Practices (B.M.P.) concerning timber harvesting activities in
such sensitive aveas. A pamphlet dealing with timber harvesting and water
quality is reproduced in this report.

Management Considerations

Forest management recommendations for the + 390 acres based on observa-
tions from walking the properties for only a day would be very general. A
detailed forest management plan would requive a more intensive forest stand
inventory than the E.R.T. process can offer. Further assistance in forest
management planning can be obtained from a public service forester with the
Connecticut Bureau of Forestry or a private consultant forester. Tor informa-
tion about such services or to obtain names of consulting foresters, contact
the Comnecticut Bureau of Forestry's Pleasant Valley office at 379-7085 or
write P. 0. Box 161 Pleasant Valley, Connecticut 06063.
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Timber Harvesting Considerations

If the Town has already made a decision to selectively harvest timber,
special attention should be given to road and skid trail layout. The harvesting
process will provide a special opportunity to get trail layout done if that is a
desirable goal. Cross-country skiing, hiking, and rough terrain running are
all possibilities on either of these parcels. The consultant, retained by
the Town, could probably do this but he or she would need input from the towns-
people on intensity of use, etc. Much of the terrain is steep and erodible.
Therefore, during the harvest operation, proper provisions should be made for
erosion control and controlling surface runoff. Natural drainage ways may
need structural measures such as amoring with stone. Most E & S provisions
would likely be in planning road locations and re-seeding. There are many
specimen quality oaks, tulip poplar, and other hardwoods which add to the
scenic character of the parcels. If trails are a desirable alternative, they
should pass near scme of these trees, and these trees be retained from the
harvest cut.

CONNECTICUT BUREAU OF FORESTRY - FOREST PRACTICE DESCRIPTION

Boundary Lines:

The adage, "Good fences make good neighbors', can be expanded to include
boundary lines. Connecticut is a state with a high population density and
generally small, fragmented ownership patterns. Boundaries can be, at times,
a maze with no discernable identifying features on the ground.

Boundary lines can be the first line of defense against trespass problems,
both accidental and malicious. Well maintained and highly visible boundaries
can minimize accidental trespass and, since the possibility of accidental tres-
pass is alleviated, only the most callous timber poacher would chance being
caught 'over the line'.

Landowners should consciously allocate sufficient time anmually to
perform necessary maintenance. Each fall and winter a landowner should lo-
cate, brush out, blaze, and paint enough of the boundaries to be able to cover
all of them over a 3 or U year period.

In general, wocdland boundaries should be clear of brush. Trees along
the line should be blazed, (a chunk of bark removed with an axe to reveal solid
wood), and the blazes painted with a long-lasting latex exterior paint, pre-
ferably white. Corners should be praminently identified by locating 3 'witness'
trees surrcunding the corner and then cutting 3 blazes on each tree, facing
the corner point. Again, these blazes should be painted. It prcbably is not
a good idea to blaze and paint your neighbor's trees. .
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appreathes sheuld be greted to opproniente matursl eonditiens.

106185

3 o suitadle streco evosiing site camnot Bo leceted, o simple
Yoy bricge skould be wied. Log corduroy {crossing on logs piled tn
sireanm channel) §s eot wsuslly rocoamentec beceuse of the potentisl
for deoming water and swbsequeni encontrolled mashout. Culvert $o-
stallation may veguire 8 pernit for depositing (111 4n 2 wetiand
orea, Stregzs teo lorge to Brigge prodably should mot be evossed
8t ol1. All eesporery structures wsed in gtrees crossies st be
cezpved at completien of cperstion.

i}~

SIMPLE BRIDGE

Bridoe Dust be wide entwgh €0 accept the largest tumn to be shidded
over i1, bBumper legs @y aid {n teeping material from slipping 097
bridge. Plord deck iy velatively inaapensive, safe and helps prevent
shifting of support fogs.

BUTFER STRIPS

%o progect water goursos further, buffer strips of wadisturded
land should Be left Letmson ehe weter ond shid trofls, moeds ond
tangings. Gopendin on slepe, buffer strips should be frem 30 R0
B0 foot in width. Groded ewteriol wil) settle out on Shese orgas
Bofore veoching the wuter gourse. Some cuttisg @2y be sllewsd fn o
euffer strip, but e ose of o phidder or grocter in Ghe ores okauld
& oveided.
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1. ARVESTING OPEBATEGNS

During active Barvesting operdtions, the potentid] for deswpe
o dogping woads, skid roils and lordings from water eresion is
greatest. Contimusl soil gisturbance by legging equipsent creates
& conditicn ehere even Vight caln con gouse erosion. Control emaswres
cust einipize the eszount of soil disturbance ond erosien and prevent
801l that {5 evefed fres eatering water gourses as sediment.

AL ROADS

st reads s Commecticut are licly asintained. Lopgers
who st construct occess Foads to Bandings should be sure that there
45 adequate side draieage, that sufficient grovel i3 used to provide
a firm trave) surface, and ghat there §s enbugh crown R prevent
ptanding water. Sediment basins should be constructed where roeadside

gitches oppresch water gourses.
SKID YRAILS

Since shid raf) swrfaces ore sudjett o constant disturbence,
sonstruction of woter eontrol moasures on then §5 wseally eot prectical.
The Beys to skid grail mintsnsnge ove:

» 1. Qninize the cxoent of water roothing Bhe. trail, ond

2. o2t water OfF ehe grall os guickly as posstbie.

Tee bast setheds Gor ecntrotling water oa shid troils ove:

1. pm@; lozatien of 2 tralds 0o We ploaning precess.

2. &oeping eslwsro) Erolms cpen, eng

3. fleprovipy Grefnsge whare Eocassory.

RTS8




The area showr obove could hawe been weproved greatly 4f the motural
drain pattern wet bepl oper. Unleys woter 14 removed, o mud hole
oil) only get worse.

BATURAL DRATN - CORRICT

-314-

Gertedic sleaning of Cobris ond cud bept thiy oaturel aradn
gper Opd proveniod LRS aoveloprznt ©f fog=ssoble gcondition.

BATER DARY
& water bor §s & rioye of soll ond slune, ofter reinforied witn

o beg. gorstrutted atl on ongle o Bhe sleps ©f 6 sbig tratl, ohich
@sues boter vun 671 Bhe dide of o Rrofl rolher 2har veaning Gown 40,

3o be effective, @ woter bor must be correctly anpled, be Bigh crough
20 prevent overtepping by water ficx ond be brosd enough &0 sustain
sz graffic mse.

Mater Bars ore easy to fnstall with o blade of 2 skigder or Trat-
2or. Spacing of water bars depends on the steepness of slepe. Ehile
ghere are several Yormwlas for gdetermining spacing, casmon sense dictlates
enot diversion is mecesssry whenever there $S an uwhinterrupted grede of
80 - 100 feet $n Yength. However, traffic on o @sin skid trail will
destroy eater bary guickly, so other @roinage systems are prefersble
Suring eperation.
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2. Avoic wet arees. 5t tree is worth getting stuck. Hork in an !
alternate ared until wet Tocations dry out in the suzmer or freeze
in the ainter. :

3. Tohke special cere in buffer zones mear water bodies. Trees
shoule be felied sway from water. Any that fall tnto water
courses should be removed, tops and all.

4. use the winch! Hnile winching ey require more time then driv-
Tng @ sxidder to eacn log, site disturbance, particularly in buf- s
fer zones ono wetlends i5s minimized with judicious wingh wie.

&, Avolg driving up steep slopes. Uhile o skidder may well traverse
& 30-gegree incline, spinning wheels ond repeated trips create
ruts which lesd to eresion. .

6. Stick tTestevlished skio trails. Too often & wel spotl develops
ano the shia trail 45 moved o few feet to the side to go arpund
the probler. Hater then €11ls in the new trsil ond snother =sve
1s sade, eventually resulting in major disturdonce. Lecate orig-
inal skid road 8o ovoid wel areas and, if mecessary, vrelocate the
treil far enough fram the problex location ¢o avoid “multiple-
Tane” sftuations.

LANDINGS

Insdequate tonding factlities ere often the “bottlenech™ ot
restricts a harvesting operation. tanding areas should be:

1. Of oBequate size: wuse two dondings if one {s not lorpe enouph.

2. Set boch from public roads: o screen of warut forest will
atnimize cemplaings.

3. tell-droined. building o short access voad to & suitable site
. is less eapensive dn the Jong run then fighting & =t aves
closer $o o public road.

4. (lean' short blocks, branches, o1 tans, eacess scrap m=tsl ond
tires cen take over o landing. (lesn up trash and push beck
powdusl ond blocks on 8 regu?ar basis. A cleon lomding i3 &
belter worb area and provides o more otirsctive appesramco for
the public.

5. Oroe of ot} dusps: crankcase dratnings ond hydraulic ofd apiils
gor pullute nearby woter for years. e carefu) of apitls, Dis-
puse of old lebriconts In on approved manner. Store in ipohpren?
eztal drems ond return t0 & éo)lection poinl {service ststien or
puto repsir shop) for Focycling.
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DRAINAGE DIPS

& drainpge dip is & depression created tn a skid grail for the spe-
cific purpose of slowly diverting the flow of mater. The dip may &2 20 -
a0 feel in length, eith gradus) slopes and the deepest point approsimstely
sz foot Below the everage grade Vime. Construcied with the Dlade of o
skigder or gractor, &6 8ip does not interrupt traffic, wears ot the same
rale as Whe resi of the trail ond, #f the vwnoff end 15 &ept clesr, will
serve as on effective and long-lasting drainm.

DRAINACE D[P DESICN

=

& CRUBHE D STONE O ROLX &1
BTEEFER BLOSES

s

CUTELOPE ROAD
- AT SN CRADE

Spocing Betuern Draisaze Dips
Raed Grodr Appsusitnale Distence Needed
{Percrat) Betaecn Dipa (fect)
1 B00
b3 200
8 280
30 540

Braié;wz dips will pot work on o steep slope bocouse woted Fuas Over
v lew siez, but fhey o work w21l at the feot of o slope.

BPORIAHT: Proper lecation of shig grails minteizes the noed for
mater control structures Guring the eperatien.

BECOHENDID PRACTICES

Tee Bost sbicder eperation i Bhe zordd will eroste vnazeessory
Gistwrdance I Bhe trecs cut ave oot rosdily accessible. Vhe gicdor
faller cmst be fooilior with the shidser capsbilities. Goth foller ead
shieder cporotor should hrew the cutting ares loyout and plen for &sr-
gosting. A foroster dnvolved wmith tisher earhieg ohould brow Bhe en-
gractien prodlens faced by barvesting erews. To oininize esmscessary
Ofstwrdonce, the follening supgestiens are offorsd:

E. Troes corsed Yor borvesting exsi Go etcessible. Omouph stem
it Bo removed e ollew the (aller 8o get froes down ond the
shicder go eomove them. Eetting on oG2itioral troo 0 Loeslly
proforehlc o roguiring on oogditiemt shid eroll. )

o} P~




Srut-PAALLL bALIRL

kote there §5 adequate spete to drop & turn of Jopy, to buct and gort
ané to 1ood & truck. The surface ares is dry and uncluttered,

LI CORPLETING THE 305

Lite the plenning phase of legging operations, closing €own & Yog- 1
ging job requires time ent effort ghat does pot mabe coney and @y, iR
§act, cost pone. bowever, the condition and appesrance of & soodlot )
ofter cutiing makes the reputation of the logger. Bhen sameone leaves
o g2ss, the word gets eut guicely. Eonscientious deggers rarely bove )

groudle finding woodlots,

fny hervesi operation creates disturbance, but the area should Be
left in o condition that insures mo continuing effects after the leg-
gers hove gone. Hater, of eourse, is still the major concern. A skig-
@er rut can become o gully. Tree tops in streams emy touse channgl
Bant erosion, Sediment froo landings mey demsge stresms omd poads.

ffter the logging eperation is cexpleted, begin fmmedistely €0 fe-
5241l erosion control eeasures. S5kid trails, roads @Ot sulted €o con-
ginuet use, ond landings should be “put to bed™:

. Gotb-blose cajor sbid Sratls to 941) {n ruts end foooth QB
surfece i Bones tittle Rier omd Gues Cuth o podlhe the

bondummers feeting:

2. Install water bory ohere wecessory ond clean out draipage dips
ond Ratursl Grotn oress. Bt b5 Detier Go heve oure Qrotnoge ther
eot eabugh

3. Plece Drush ond slosh i She Bbidwey, In @rtches or fo groded
oress B0 slow woter Tlem ond relein pediewnt.

4. Lslverts, brigyry or Other Qomporory tlrutiures placed in ooter
courses bhouls be romoved.

S, Brose Oppruwothes 1o slrees Crovsingt 80 opprenieote original
cendition: .

8. Cloon-up ond grode lomdimgs. 0o Ing?ing debris or frash ahould
Gz Yeft and ehe londing surfoce should be groded 80 water ?lews
Cooy Grox the ocgess Fead.

7. Licz ond oeed ghe lamding, Opprosches Qo slreps Crostings and
npieep shid trail) sections., &nnus) rye or o gemmercial Bia of
eenservotion plont species gives eacellent, quick cover, pri-
viging odditiors] erosion protection and @sking the sres 300l
more ottracttve. Uood thips, soctust ond old hay ewbe encel-
lent eover gagerisl for griticel oreos, providing protection
fren arosion entil eoture} vepslotion becezes established.

Censervatten plent oires, ovollable ot farc supply stores, olso
grovice feod for ond cover for wildlife =- the locding Shen Ba-
Zemes 0 voseurse Benefit.

8. COLYEN] SORTIMING ACCESS ealsss port Of &2 ahid eradl aystem
5 o0 B wses Gn 0 voguiar basis. {ovy wse Dy motorcycies and
porses tan Bave on effect Ere detrimentsl ghan the originsd
logging. &n effeciive Barrier s o cedivm-sized troz felled o0
e op 15 In e shid grefl asd the Butt fs s1il) partially
ceenected to the stump. The Groe commol D2 moved withoul ad-
ditienal cutting ond stays portielly alive for o long peried.
Becoute of potentisl ozard Dicvility, ehoins ongd godles ore
oot roceTmended for gates.

QERINBIR: & oos1) copunt of gutre effort at the ond of the harvesting
eperstion €on g0 O leng way fn protecting the soi) ond water ond in
@sintaining good lantowmer and public welatiens.

-18- ; -19-
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This guide was developed through the cooperative efforts of the
Connacticut 208 Forestry Qdvisory Cemmitise. &roup eembers represent
public and privete resource Exnagement agencies, conservation groups,
$rdustry, private londocemers ond the public ot Yarge. The intent of
e ?ubn:enun is to prozote betler barvesting proctices in Lommecticut
wredlands.

Guicelines g0 mot solve prodie=s -- people go. fowewer, §t §s
&oped Bhat By accepting ond ashering 1o these recommendstions, foresters,
loggers and landowners, working together, Con avoid situations That
ereste 6 peed for locsl roguletion of the industry.

Asgitions) technical edvice ord information on Best cwnogement
proctices or other aspects of forest preducts harvesting may be ob-
tatned from:

Eastern Disyrict Beqrs., OEP
X3 webron Bosd
Garlborough, L1 ©5447

gel. 285-9523

State Forester's Bffice
565 Capitol QAvenue
targford, L7 @116
tal. B56-5346

Setate Forest Tree Rursery
BFD §1, Box 234
Yolentexm, (1 05384
ozl. 376-2513

Seseera Disrict Regrs., BIP
?.0. Rox 16)
Pleasent ¥alley, €1 £S053
fed. 37%-°

iy S

Corol Yeuell
BCAD/Entons fen Forvsier
oz ¥-87

tniversity of Comnecticut
Btorry, TV ©5268

ol 686-208%9

ofBe

T
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fsyrstonie ond 68vile Lonerning sulls, erusiuh genlrul, droineye
pystotr., 60 Lenitrutiten of Tosd. 200 pUnGs Gy be GLioiRnt frex Rhe
Sit) ppd pobar fopservation Diskrigd tn pour cesnly:

Foirfseld County SSel
Boole &, Stony M1
Bethel, L1 O8BL1
ael). P4s-5453

1]

fttenfteld Covnty S02CD

Ayriculiere) Lenter
sitenfiets, €T @576%
tet. BA7-8288

fow taven Cownty S8HC
Apriculturol Lenter
B2¢ Horth B2 Streel
tallingfore, €3 G543
20l. 26%-7509

b

7

fariford Coumntly S8ECD

40 broagd Street
titmasor, €1 ©309%
arl, Gan-0946

Ghsdleses Lounty S88LL
Extenston Lenter
tiagdan, (1 @5426

tel. B45-8511

foo London County BO8(D
&47 Bow London Turapthe
Gorerich, €1 @56350
. 887-4163

Yirgnem Lounty SAWTD
fgricultural Lenter
P.0. @ox 112
Brootlyn, {1 05234
tel. Tr4-0224

Follons Lounty SRULD
Follong Agriculturel Conter
24 Hyce Bvenuz
Yerpon, L1
tol. BPE-3281

WIHA Soil Lomservation Serviee
#ansfield Professienal Port

foute 044
Storrs, €T 5268
dol. 429-8361

-92-
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3. WILDLIFE

The study site (+ 390 acres) consists of two (2) parcels of land
separated by 1500 feet of private land. The northern parcel named Found Land
(+ 150 acres) is a forested area comprised of mixed hardwood and softwood/hard-
wood types in the low sites and red oak on the steeper terrain. The southern
parcel named Huckleberry Hill Recreation Area (+ 260 acres) is predominantly
forested with mixed hardwoods and several smaller areas with conifers., There
also are wetlands consisting of Hawley Brook and two (2) beaver created impound-
ments of approxxmately 1/2 acre and five (5) acres within the Huckleberry Hill
site.

Mixed Hardwood/Oak Forestland

This habitat type includes a variety of hardwood species dominated by
red oak. Other species include birch, ash, hickory, red maple, white oak,
and tulip. On steeper terrain the forest type becomes a red cak site.

Understory vegetatlon is diverse including laurel, hardwood seedling/
saplings, poison ivy, virginia creeper, club moss, v1bur:num3 spicebush,
arrowwood, rasberry, and barberry.

Wildlife frequenting such sites include deer, turkey, gray and flying
squirrels, woodpeckers, various passerines and numercus other non-game species
(i.e. shrews, chipmunks, mice, amphibians and reptiles).

Conifers

Conifer cover within the study site includes small stands of white pine,
hemlock and softwood/mixed hardwood types. This vegetation is important as
roosting, nesting, and escape cover for various birds such as owls, hawks,
and mourning doves. They also provide habitat for seed eating blrds such as
black capped chicadees and ruby and golden crowned kinglets.

Wetlands

The wetland type (non-active recreation) consists of two (2) small beaver
impoundments (1/2 and 5 acres) associated with Hawley Brook within the mixed =
hardwood forest. In addition to various tree species surrounding the impound-
ments vegetation includes nettle, arrowwood, spicebush, alder, jewelweed,
trillium, skunk cabbage, ferns, and sedges and rushes. There is a good
distribution of snags (a standing dead or partially dead tree) and downed timber,

Wildlife observed at this site were great blue hern9 deer, muskrat, red
winged blackbird, flicker, and warblers., Other gpecies typlhally utlllzlng
such habitat include beaver, otter, mink, raccoon, waterfowl (i.e. wood duck,
mallard, black duck), woodpeckers, paSserllnes and numerous amphibians and
reptilesa The two (2) sites do not appear to have beaver presently.
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Discussion

Tn a small, but heavily developed and highly populated state like Connecticut,
where available habitat continues to decline on a daily basis, it is critical
to maintain and enhance existing wildlife habitat. The manipulation of vege-
tation is a major part of wildlife management. Sustaining wildlife populations
means regulating on a continual basis the kind, the amount, and the spatial
arrangement of food and cover plants to provide the needs of wildlife.

Wildlife goals for the site should include production of optimum
habitat diversity to maximize production of wildlife species compatible with
carrying capacity and current land uses. This can be done by creating and/or
maintaining a diversity of food and cover with a mosaic of nesting, resting, and
loafing sites scattered throughout the site. The following guidelines will
help to improve conditions within the various habitat types as well as provide
a basis for envirvormental education.

Forestland Guidelines

Tncrease forestland diversity by making small (1/4-1 acre)openings in
an east to west direction (maximize sunlight). This will encourage fruit
producing shrubs valuable to many wildlife species. The edges of the openings
should gradually blend into the forested habitat (feathered edges).

Pile brush (6 feet--8 feet high by 10 feet diameter) along edges of openings
to create cover for birds and small mammals.

Encourage mast producing trees (oak, hickory, beech).
leave 5--7 snags per acre for food and nesting values.
Trees with vines (berry producers) should be encouraged.

Exceptionally tall trees are utilized by raptors as perching and nesting
sites and should be encouraged.

Planting of white pine seedlings within openings and as underplantings
to increase the amount and distribution of conifer cover.

Wetland Guidelines

leave buffer strips (100 feet) of natural vegetation along wetland areas
to help filter and trap silt and sediments.

The two (2) beaver impoundments should be maintained as they provide
valuable wetland habitat which greatly enhances the wildlife diversity within
the study site. :

Trapping should be allowed during the regulated trapping season (December 1
to February) to control beaver numbers at a level campatible with adjacent
land use practices.



~140-

Placement of wood duck boxes on the two (2) impoundments.

Envirornmental Education

Another potential use of the study site would be the development of an
environmental education trail system with an accampanying informational pamphlét.
If management suggestions are implemented they should be included in the guide
(i.e. openings, brush piles, wood dock boxes). Wildlife discussion should
concentrate on vegetation succession and wetland habitat.

For any further assistance feel free to contact the Western District
Headquarters, 485-0226.

4. PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

It is noted that both Huckleberry Hill Recreation Area and Found Land
are predominantly wooded with rolling topography and some steeply sloped areas.
Although groves of pines are present in places, the forest for the most part
is composed of hardwood species (oak-maple). The forest appears *o vary in
age but it seems likely that many areas had been logged about 30-40 years ago,
producing what is now a middle aged forest of predominantly healthy trees.

Low-lying areas of the Huckleberry Hill site exhibit more diverse stands
with same older larger diameter trees mixed with area of dense undergrowth.
These areas along Hawley Brook in particular could be improved with selective
cutting and thinning.of undergrowth to accommodate better access and improve
the health of the forest. As a suggestion, creating a series of clearings
along the brook would allow sunlight to pierce the tree top canopy in the
sunmer, thus:

--reducing mosquito infestation

--creating a more diverse habitat for wildlife

--creating a more appealing visual experience for hiking

--providing areas for vegetation which requires direct sunlight to
became established (wild flowers, evergreens, etc.)

Certainly the potential for creating a trail along Hawley Brook to
commect the Huckleberry Hill Recreation Area with Countryside Park should be
investigated. Although the expense of creating and maintaining such a trail
may not at this time be warranted; as residential development continues to occur
in that portion of Town, increased tax revenues may allow for additional site
improvements. It is important to note that clearing of forest areas along
the brook would increase stormwater runoff and therefore, the downstream impact
at Countryside Park would have to be analyzed thoroughly before undertaking
such an endeavor. (See Wildlife Section)

It would seem appropriate to encourage the continued use of the'HUCklebepry
Hill site for hiking, cross-country skiing and Boy Scout camping. The demand
for more facility oriented recreational amenities is not curvently present in
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that portion of Avon. Because of rolling (sometimes steep) topography, the
site does not lend itself to easy access or development of facilities such

as ball fields. The hiking trail created by the Boy Scouts is in relatively
good condition and could be maintained with a very limited amount of work.

An arrangement of shared maintenance responsibilities between the Town and
the Boy Scouts should be pursued so that access to the site via the trail can
be preserved.

Since the Found Land is landlocked with no easy access from a public street,
it is suggested that public use of that land should not be encouraged at this
time. A suggestion would be that the possibility of securing a right-of-way
for access between the Found Land and Huckleberry Hill be looked into. Both
parcels are scmewhat isolated from development by topography and surrounding
land use. Yet both offer a diversity of woodland vegetation, wildlife habitat,
each is relatively undisturbed and quite scenic. Consequently, it seems logical
to connect the two (2), if possible, by the addition of land acquisitions. If
the Found Land has vague boundaries and no certain access, all the more reason
to connect the two (2). 'If land purchase is not possible, the Town might
consider conservation easements, deeded right-of-ways or some other convenyance
as a means of linking the parcels., Connecticut law might still require the
abutting landowners along the old King's Highway to grant access if it was
historically provided. -What might not be possible are improvements which would
allow vehicle access. If no access is available to the Found Land, then little
can be done until same arvangement For access is made. Planning efforts should,
with this question, be the first order of business. Another option is to simply
let the land continue without definition of boundary or access--sort of a stock-
pile or set aside for the future. However, without a survey, others might,
over time, successfully erode the acreage base while adding to their holdings.

From a planning perspective the opportunity of areating a green/open space
buffer between areas of existing/future residential use presented by Town
ownership of the Found land, Huckleberry Hill Recreation Area, and the
Countryside Park is a very exciting one. Given current development trends
the properties adjacent to these town-owned lands will be developed for
residential use in caming years; which brings up the question of access to the
site. As development proposals for properties along lovely Street (east of site)
are reviewed by Town ' officials special effort should be made to provide public
access points to the Huckleberry Hill site. Tt appears that the area just to
the east of the site would be a likely location for a street because it is
relatively flat. If such a street is eventually developed it would appropriate
for the Town of Avon to secure a public right-of-way - to the Huckleberry Hill
site.

Although public recreational use of the Huckleberry Hill and Found Land
sites is not great at this time, these areas should be recognized both by
the Town and by adjacent landowners as a valuable resource. Town ownership
of these properties will help to control residential density in the area, pro-
vide a natural buffer between residential developments and will offer passive
recreational opportunities to a local population destined to grow considerably.



A

2??--0-ﬂ

v/

)
F';\S
__\\.ﬁ'

7

i

<N

=
NN

/‘.‘
S
o
\

-51-




~ 5l

FOUND LAND

~=The till soils and bedrock outcrops present on the site should not pose
a major problem for any passive recreation uses.

~-Bedrock well(s) would be able to provide adequate water for passive recrea-
tional needs.

--This area should be managed primarily as wooded open space with some trail
use possible. King's Highway provides an opportunity for an inter-town +trail
connecting to Canton Center.

--Since public access to Found land is unclear at this time, it is suggested
that public use of the land not be encouraged. Cornecting Found Land to the
Huckleberry Hill Recreation Area should be given priority after the establishment
of boundary lines.

COMBINED INFORMATTION ON BOTH PARCELS

~~The major limiting factor that is a potential hazard for both properties is
the lack of established boundary lines. Without a survey, others might, over time,
successfully erode the acreage base.

--Due to the steepness of the terrain and the fragile nature of the soil,
any land use change which would promote intensive development should be viewed
with caution.

--Another limiting factor is the lack of access to the properties. Huckleberry
Hill has adequate access for passive recreation, but not for equipment access.
Other points of access should be reviewed. The access to the Found Land is ambiguous
at this point in time. - :

—--Forest management recammendations require a much more in-depth inventory
than could be conducted by the ERT. Further assistance should be obtained from
a public service forester or a private consultant.

~-1f a decision has élready been made to selectively harvest timber than the
Town should give special attention to road and skid trail lay-out.

—--Wildlife goals should include production of optimum habitat divergity to
maximize production of wildlife species compatible with carrying capacity and
current land uses. This can be done by creating and maintaining a diversity of
food and cover with nesting, resting and loafing sites scattered throughout the
sites. There are recamended guidelines to follow.

~-An envirommental education trail system with an informational pamphlet is
another potential use of the sites, -

-=Although public recreational use of these two (2) sites is not great at this
time, these areas should be recognized as a valuable resource, they help to control
residential density in the area, provide a natural buffer between residential develop-
ments and offer oppertunities for passive recreation and envirommental education.



The [astern Connecticut Environmental Review Team (ERT) is a group of pro-
fessionals in environmental fields drawn together from a variety of federal,
state, and regional agencies. Specialists on the Team include geologists, bio-
Jogists, foresters, climatologists, soil scientists, landscape architects,
archeologists, recreation specialists, engineers and planners. The ERT operates
with state funding under the supervision of the Eastern Connecticut Resource
Conservation and Development (RC&D) Area--an B6 town érea.

The Team is available as a public service at no cost to Connecticut towns.

PURPOSE OF THE TEAM

The Environmental Review Team is available to help towns and developers
in the review of sites proposed for major land use activities. To date, the
ERT has been involved in reviewing a wide range of projects including subdivisions,
sanitary landfills, commercial and industrial developments, sand and gravel opera-
tions, elderly housing, recreation/open space projects, watershed studies and
resource inventories.

Reviews are conducted in the interest of providing information and analysis
that will assist towns and developers in environmentally sound decision-making.
This is done through identifying the natural resource base of the project site
and highlighting opportunities and limitaticns for the proposed land use.

REQUESTING A REVIEW

Environmental reviews may be requested by the chief elected officials of
a municipality or the chairman of town commissions such as planning and zoning,
conservation, inland wetlands, parks and recreation or economic development.
Requests should be directed to the Chairman of your local Soil and Water Con-
servation District. This request letter should include a summary of the proposed
project, a location map of the project site, written permission from the landowner
allowing the Team to enter the property for purposes of -review, a statement
jdentifying the specific areas of concern the Team should address, gnd the time
available for completion of the ERT study. When this request is approved by
the local Soil and Water Conservation District and the Eastern Connecticut RC&D
Executive Council, the Team will undertake the review on a priority basis.

For additional information regarding the Environmental Review Team, please
contact Elaine A. Sych (774-1253), Environmental Review Team Coordinator, Eastern
Connecticut RC&D Area, P.0. Box 198, Brooklyn, Connecticut 06234.



